Riverside-area cement plant’s
neighbors react to news about
toxic carcinogen in the air.
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The alr above the TXI Riverside Ce-

the neighborhood
for them. But despite

years, they sald, no one ever cleaned It up

On Tuesdmy, residents of “the HUI
learned that the South Coast Alr Quality
Management District had found high
levels of hexavalent ehromium, a toxic car-
clnogen, in dust blowing from the outdoor
“clinker piles” of the century-old plant in
the Rubidoux anea. And to add insull to in-
Jury, no oficials had notified them.

_ *It would be nice if they éven told us
‘there was a problem.” Alfoniso sald as she
deancd an her cane outside her nest stucco
home.

‘Fhe high hexavalent chromium levels,
revesled Monday In The Times, were [irst
detected by stall from the AQMD in Janu-
ary. But AQMD executive ofllcer Barry
wallersteln sadd it would have becn irre-

pinned down the cement plant as the

source,

He said that he and hix staff would pro-
vide full detalls of thelr iInvestigation ot &
eommunity meeting next week and that
the agency was preparing multiple cita-
tions against the plant for violation of dust
control and alr pollution regulstions,
which should be issued by week's end.
emission of alr

deaths.

AQMD staff found that levels of the po-
tent carcinogen were 10 times higher than
normal direetly behind the plant on the

from the AQMD that the factory was the
souree of Lhe high chromium levels. But, he
Mmddenummm.wm-

' thﬂmmmmm-
ably hold a community meeting: “We think
it's important to lay out on the table every-
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BREATHLESS: Maria Gonsalez says
she wakes up gasping, and her husband
can't work because of dinus problems.
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in . made Lunous by the mov-

“We always say there’s

all this junk in the air.”.

— Bocorro OLivas, 77
wha has liped on “the Hi™ for 44 pears

heulth specialists, long-term exposure to
hexavalent chromium at the levels the
AQMD has found on the other side of the
TX1 plant from “the Hill" could lead Lo an
additional 480 cases of cancer per million
poople. Agency officlals declined to release

He and all his nelghbors also drank wa-
ter provided by the cement company, from
a well af the edge of the plant's property.
Fight years ago they were Lold that the wa-
tor was unsafe to drink because of nitrates,

DUST: Mary Alfonso and her husband
joked about the white roofs when they
moved fo the neighborhood 52 years ago.

safe nitrates from fertilizers used by arca
cltrus growers. He said the company had
never been told it contalned hexavalent
chromium. He did not know If It had been
tested for that. ; .
Today, Fd Alfonso has renal fallure and
will be on dialysis for Lhe rest of his life un-
less he can find a donor for a transplant.
- *]was the one who never did drugs, pev-
er partied, never drunk, and look what
happened to me,” he sald.

denls sald the air quality has actually im-
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ment attheplant. -

Sheets snid o stateof-the-art fitmthon
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good money.
“But you used to get that buming along
the back of your neck, remember?” she
said to him Tuesday.

Manuels father and two uncles also
there, the couple said. His father
of lung cancer, but he also smoked.
sald her brother worked at the
and had health problems, and her
has asthme.

“We always say there's all this junk In
the air, it comes [rom the alr, but we never
mmmwmm:mm

She suid she was angry with AQMD
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“From the faclory,” she sald, gesturing
to the sllos and dirt plies below her quiet
street. :

T think the people there, they necd to
gather all the powder up,” she sald, making
a scooping motion with her hands, then

them shut as if to Lrap the dust
inside. =1 love to live heére, I want Lo stay.”
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